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Effect of the Rainy Season on the Infiltvation
of Men end Supplies Through lsos

The rainy scescm in the Lootien Psnhendle extends from May through
Soptember, the months of maximum painfall being generally July and fagust.
| Ia May and early Jure the rainfmll is intermitient so thet the roads have

tine to pertially dry cut. The rainy season does not alvays begin ox

end ab the sems time pach yeax.
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Truck mants ere greatly complicated during the rainy season

BN

in Loos, becam}'e of difficultterrain end the poor rosd system and in pre-

vious rainy seasoms truck traffic has been negligible. However, the North

Vietnamese have mede mumerous improvements to the rozd scystem during the -
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past threa years end there was a clearly ddentifisble effort during the
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past dry a;éu.sm to fmprove its wet-weather capscity. The throughput
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N ' capacity from North Vietnam through the laotian Panhandle to South Vietnam

- during the rainy season is estimated at 150 tona & dsy. This is signifi-

c‘antl:rv;lass than the estimated dry ssason capacity of 550 tons a dey. 25X1
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micate that the North Vieﬁnmnene ere wﬂng more trucks into lacs thisg
_year than they did in 1967 (see tobulation below). Furtheymore, there

is more movement southwerd through the Panhandle this year than

x . previcusly.
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A Averoge Nuber of Trucks Per Dey
L 857 1968 ‘
2 Moy 16 17
’ June 3 19

' July ) 15

4
o] August 0 12 (1-4 fugust) '
1 | September 23
<1 October 17
':-::v - Part of the increase this year is probably the result of less *
;1.‘:} - roinfell than usual §n tho nortbern part of the Laotien Pashandle. N
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Hovever, the incrsased movement into Laos must also be atiributed to the
Wm mede to tha rosold system in laos end the need for the North
X Vietnamase to support their increaged force levels in South Vietnam, .
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evgonnel Infiltration

The rainy season has not significantly limited the number of men the
‘ North Vietnamese send south. However, inf?ltnators arriving in South
i Yietnam during the months June through Septemﬁe? (in?iltrators who moved
’through 1n08 at least during part of the rainy season) experience increased

x nardships and higher attrition. North Vietnamese prisoners who have

" 1nfiltrated during the rainy peason report generally lover morale, &

higher malaria ipcidence, slower movement, muddy trails, and slippery

footing on rocks.

B it S

- Lo .
_._.__-_;‘_)jg,w... LA Al e a e

The rate of infiltration .2

into Sauth Vietnam is expected to decline after August. It is not known
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i whether adverse Weather or other factors are responsible for the exﬁected

a decline.
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TRANSMITTAL SLIP

DATE

21 August 1968

FO ot /p/c

ROOM NO. BUILDING

REMARKS:

Project 8-2781, thie report wes pre-
pared end completed on 7 Auguet.

It was & contribution to response

to query from General Maxwell Teylor,
Executive Office of the President,
for date on infiltration.
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RQOM NQ. BUILDING
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WHICH MAY BE USED.
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